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TEMPE, Ariz. – Recent moves by
President Joe Biden to pressure Tik-
Tok over its Chinese ownership and
approve oil drilling in an untapped
area of Alaska are testing the loyalty of
young voters, a group that’s largely
been in his corner.

Youth turnout surged in the three
elections since Donald Trump was
elected president in 2016, helping Bi-
den eke out victories in swing states in
2020, pick up a Democratic Senate
seat in the 2022 election and stem po-
tential losses in the House.

But the 80-year-old president has
never been the favorite candidate of
young liberals itching for a new gener-
ation of American leadership. As Bi-
den gears up for an expected reelec-
tion campaign, a potential TikTok ban
and the Alaska drilling could weigh
him down. 

Meanwhile, his plan to wipe out bil-
lions of dollars in student loan debt is
in jeopardy at the Supreme Court. The
eff�ort, announced shortly before last
year’s midterms, was an attempt by Bi-
den to keep a promise he made after
defeating progressive Sen. Bernie
Sanders in the Democratic primary
campaign in 2020. 

The risk for Biden is less that young
left-of-center voters will vote Repub-
lican and more that they would sit out
an uninspiring election altogether.

“I’m a Democrat, but I’m not voting
for Biden,” said Mark Buehlmann, a
20-year-old Arizona State University
student who said he likely would ab-
stain if Biden is the Democratic nomi-
nee, as expected. “He’s maybe capable
of doing a good job, but he’s not capa-
ble of gathering the troops, rallying the
people. Especially the Democratic vot-
er base. I don’t think he’s a strong can-
didate.”

TikTok allows users, 150 million of
whom are in the United States, to post
short, creative videos for friends and
strangers. Its algorithm fi�gures out
what interests its users and serves up
videos they’ll enjoy. It’s become a su-
premely popular – some say addictive
– place for young people to fi�nd enter-
tainment and community.

Western governments are growing
increasingly worried that TikTok’s
owner, Beijing-based ByteDance,
might give browsing history or other 
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drilling,
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President Joe Biden issued an emer-
gency declaration for Mississippi early
Sunday, making federal funding avail-
able to the areas hardest hit Friday night
by a deadly tornado that ripped through
the Mississippi Delta, one of the poorest
regions of the U.S.

At least 25 people were killed and
dozens of others were injured in Missis-
sippi as the massive storm ripped
through several towns on its hourlong
path. One man was killed after his trail-
er home fl�ipped several times in Ala-
bama.

Search and recovery crews on Sun-
day resumed the daunting task of dig-
ging through the debris of fl�attened and
battered homes, commercial buildings
and municipal offi�ces after hundreds of
people were displaced, even as the Na-
tional Weather Service warned of a risk
of more severe weather Sunday – in-
cluding high winds, large hail and pos-
sible tornadoes in Louisiana, Mississip-
pi, Alabama and Georgia.

A tornado reportedly touched down
early Sunday in Troup County, Georgia,
near the Alabama border, according to
the Georgia Mutual Aid Group. Aff�ected

areas included the county seat of La-
Grange, about 67 miles southwest of At-
lanta.

“Many buildings damaged, people
trapped,” GMAG said on Facebook. In
nearby West Point, roads, including In-
terstate Highway 85, were blocked by
debris. 

The Troup County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce

said it was responding to reports of
downed trees and power lines and
damaged homes. A tiger was reported
missing at the Wild Animal Safari in
Pine Mountain. Calls there were not
answered early Sunday.

“If you do not have to get on the 
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Emergency officials in Mississippi say several people have been killed by tornadoes that tore through the state on Friday
night, destroying buildings and knocking out power. JULIO CORTEZ/AP

Federal relief is coming to
Mississippi’s hardest hit areas
Funding can be used for
recovery after tornadoes

The remains of crushed houses and cars are seen in Rolling Fork, Miss., on
Saturday, after a tornado hit the area. CHANDAN KHANNA/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS, Ill. – Dr. Col-
leen McNicholas is fresh off� performing
two abortions when a ringing phone
quickly stops her.

“Oh, ugh,” she said, eyes widened,

before she darted off� to another room.
Just the day before, 58 women had

abortions at the Fairview Heights’
Planned Parenthood clinic, 15 miles east
of St. Louis. But the new day is still
stacked with appointments; as many as
100 abortion and family planning pa-
tients might walk through the doors.

Every day is busy now. 
Hundreds of women travel each week

to the southern tip of Illinois to secure an
abortion, something that is no longer
available to millions living in a 1,800 mile
stretch of 11 Southern states that have
mostly banned pregnancy terminations
since the Supreme Court stripped away
constitutional protections for abortion.

But another barrier awaits them once
they reach the clinic in one of the coun-

try’s most abortion-friendly states. An-
ti-abortion advocates in neon hazard 

Thousands turn to
Illinois for abortions
Advocates plan care for out-of-state patients 
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Kawanna Shannon discusses her role
overseeing the Planned Parenthood
regional logistics center in Fairview
Heights, Ill. JEFF ROBERSON/AP


