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“Even in the darkest days -- especially in the darkest days -- the New York Jewish community
stands firmly with you. Our support for the people of Israel is unwavering. Now and always.”

Eric S. Goldstein, Chief Executive Officer
UJA Federation of New York

Itzik Shmuli, Director General Israel Office
UJA Federation of New York
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Events on Israel’s north-
ern border continued to es-
calate Thursday, while Brit-
ish Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak visited Israel as part 
of a Western show of support 
after Hamas declared war on 
Israel.

Hamas claimed credit for 
firing 30 rockets into north-
ern Israel from Lebanon. 
Israel responded by target-
ing launch sites. Hezbollah 
continued firing anti-tank 
missiles at civilian and mili-

tary targets in Israel near 
the Lebanese border. One hit 
a home in Kibbutz Manara, 
in the Upper Galilee. No inju-
ries were reported.

Rocket fire into Israel 
from the Gaza Strip contin-
ued Thursday as the Israel-
Hamas war entered its 13th 
day. The war began when 
Hamas militants stormed 
from the Strip into nearby 
Israeli communities, leav-
ing more than 1,300 Israelis 
dead, at least 3,300 wounded 
and at least 203 captured and 
held in Gaza. 

The IDF believes that the 

actual number of abduct-
ees held in Gaza is higher, 
as another 100-200 Israelis 
are still missing. There is 
solid information indicating 
203 people are being held in 
Gaza, although it is not clear 
who among them is alive. 

Most are being held by 
Hamas, but some Israeli 

soldiers are being held by ci-
vilians unaffiliated with the 
militant group. 

The IDF believes it may 
never find out what happened 
to some of the missing. 

Of the kidnapped, there 
are 30 children under age 16, 
according to IDF data.

The number of people de-
fined as missing is likely to 
change as the identification 
of bodies continues. Over the 
past several days, the IDF 
has conducted nightly raids 
to retrieve bodies near and 

30 rockets fired from Lebanon; 
IDF: 100-200 Israelis still missing

Omer Benjakob

In the offices of a well-
known cyber intelligence 
firm in Tel Aviv, a tired 
analyst sat down and began 
going over lists of missing 
people. This analyst is an ex-
pert in cellular geolocation 
and has for the past several 
days been trying to find the 
last known locations of the 
phones belonging to miss-
ing Israelis – whether still 
in hiding, killed or taken 
hostage by Hamas terror-
ists who crossed the border 
last Saturday and launched 
a massacre along the com-
munities bordering Gaza 
claiming at least 1,300 lives.

Not far, in another office 
in central Israel, an em-
ployee at another digital in-
telligence firm scraped and 
analyzed hundreds of videos 
posted to social media, docu-
menting Hamas’ atrocities, 
and parsing them for clues. 
Teams at an Israeli firm spe-
cializing in facial recogni-
tion, tried to match faces to 
names; meanwhile, another 
firm that specializes in so-
cial media tried to help find 

NSO, cyber 
firms help to 
track captive  
and missing 
Israelis

There is one sure way 
of spotting Israelis among 
their fellow Jews at a syna-
gogue in the Diaspora: They 
are all flummoxed by the 
need to negotiate some sort 
of security procedure be-
fore entering, whether it is 
key codes, having to identify 
yourself or going through 
multiple entrances and cor-
ridors before making it into 

the inner sanctum. 
It is another part of Jew-

ish Diaspora life that is to-
tally foreign to most Israelis. 

Israelis are focused on 
protecting an entire Jewish 
state. That means resources 
have to be allocated accord-
ing to a scale of risk as-
sessment. Terrorists have 
targeted Jewish houses of 
prayer – as they did in No-

vember 2014 when two men 
aligned with the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (ironically per-
haps, the PFLP styles itself 
as Marxist-Leninist and sec-
ular) used handguns, an ax 
and a meat cleaver to shoot 
and hack to death five el-
derly men at prayer, and one 
police officer who rushed to 
the scene, at the Bnei Torah 
shul in Jerusalem’s Har Nof 
neighborhood. 

October 7 attacks show there  
is no safe place for the Jews

See WAR, Page 3

See CYBER, Page 4See SAFE, Page 3

The Coordination and 
Liaison Office at Erez, on 
Israel’s border with the 
Gaza Strip, looked quite 
drowsy on the morning of 
August 25. It was a Friday, 
six weeks and a day before 
Hamas’ murderous sur-
prise attack, which ignited 
the war. The sentry opened 
the gate slowly; not many 
soldiers were visible on the 
base. But the commander 
of the Gaza Division, Brig. 
Gen. Avi Rosenfeld, looked 
and sounded as though a 
cloud of concern loomed 
overhead. Asked what lay 
ahead for Gaza, Rosenfeld, 
a former commander of 
Shaldag, an Israel Air Force 
reconnaissance unit, replied 
laconically: Things won’t get 
better, at some point they’ll 
get worse.

The meeting and tour of 
the area were part of the 
preparation for an article 

War is test for 
democracy
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“I am here, despite the difficulty and 
the pain, first of all to tell you all that I am 
sorry. Sorry that we did not manage to save 
Ofir. Sorry that we did not manage to save 
you. Sorry that we did not manage to protect 
you.” (Benny Gantz at the funeral of Ofir 
Libstein, the head of the Sha’ar Hanegev Re-
gional Council, who died in battle trying to 
defend his community, Kibbutz Kfar Azza, 
the morning of October 7). 

Between 2011 and 2022, Gantz served 
variously as IDF chief of staff and as de-
fense minister. He also bears a not insignifi-
cant share of responsibility for the Israeli 
idees fixes that collapsed so dramatically. 
He decided to apologize because he is tor-
mented by what happened and because that 
is the right thing to do. Even though the 
events didn’t happen under his watch he 
feels a sense of responsibility. He too will 
be questioned by the commission of inquiry; 
everyone who was part of formulating Isra-
el’s security concept over the past 20 years 
will be questioned or will testify before the 
commission.

Two weeks have passed since the Gaza-
border catastrophe. Unlike Gantz and Isra-
el’s top defense officials, Benjamin Netan-
yahu has yet even to gesture in the direction 
of accepting responsibility. Chief of Staff 
Herzl Halevi, Shin Bet security service 
director Ronen Bar, Military Intelligence 
chief Aharon Haliva, Israel Air Force com-
mander Tomer Bar and Home Front Com-
mand chief Rafi Milo have all come forward 
to say: We failed. The prime minister of the 

Irresponsible 
adult
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Israel was asleep at the watchpost for 
years, and then the conflict exploded

Jerusalem & Babylon Anshel Pfeffer

Amos Harel

Yossi Verter

Israeli soldiers on the northern border with Lebanon, on Thursday. Biden has warned Iran and Hezbollah not to intervene in Israel’s war with Hamas in Gaza.� Gil Eliahu

A pro-Palestinian protest outside Israel’s consulate in Istanbul, Wednesday.�     Khalil Hamra/AP


