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TOPEKA
The Kansas Supreme Court

on Monday will consider
whether abortion should be a
guaranteed right in the state
constitution for the first time
since the federal right to the
procedure was eliminated.
Four years after the Kansas

court’s landmark 2019 decision
establishing abortion as a right,
justices will hear arguments
about whether that decision
was correct and what restric-
tions should be allowed under
that right.
The oral arguments come

nearly eight months after Kan-
sas voters overwhelmingly
rejected an anti-abortion
amendment and voted to
uphold the 2019 decision’s
state-level protection for abor-
tion.
The court will consider two

cases that touch on both wheth-
er abortion should be a right in
Kansas and to what extent the
Legislature is allowed to reg-
ulate or restrict abortion if it is
a right.
Their eventual ruling will

determine whether two anti-
abortion laws, which have nev-
er been enforced, can take
effect. Both bills were signed
into law by former Republican
Gov. Sam Brownback.

“The stakes are really high,
of course, because either one of
those cases could have a huge
impact on the availability of
care,” said Emily Wales, presi-
dent of Planned Parenthood
Great Plains, which operates
clinics in Johnson, Sedgwick
and Wyandotte counties.
“We feel pretty confident

going into this hearing that the
judges have already ruled on
strict scrutiny standards for the
constitutional right to abortion
then they, of course, heard
from the voters.”
Danielle Underwood, a

spokeswoman for Kansans for
Life, the state’s largest anti-
abortion advocacy group, said
the organization hoped “the

Kansas Supreme Court will
uphold these reasonable, com-
passionate limits that were
enacted with strong bipartisan
support.”

WHY IS THE KANSAS
SUPREME COURT TALKING
ABOUT ABORTION?
The court will hold argu-

ments in two cases related to
abortion laws passed by the
Legislature that have been
struck down by lower courts
since abortion was determined
to be a right.
The first, is related to a 2015

law banning dilation and evac-
uation abortions, a type of sur-
gical abortion that makes up
about 6% of abortions in Kan-
sas.
In 2019, when ruling on a

preliminary injunction blocking
enforcement of the ban in
Hodes v. Schmidt, the court
made its landmark ruling deter-
mining abortion was a funda-
mental right in Kansas and
setting a high bar for any in-
fringements on access.
That ruling, however, did not
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The justices of the Kansas Supreme Court

Kansas Supreme Court
hears two abortion
rights cases Monday
BY KATIE BERNARD
cbernard@kcstar.com
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KYIV, UKRAINE
Ukraine’s government on

Sunday called for an emergency
meeting of the U.N. Security
Council to “counter the Krem-
lin’s nuclear blackmail” after
Russian President Vladimir
Putin revealed plans to station
tactical atomic weapons in Bela-
rus.
One Ukrainian official said

that Russia “took Belarus as a
nuclear hostage.”
But Moscow said it was mak-

ing the move in response to the
West’s increasing military sup-
port for Ukraine. Putin an-
nounced the plan in a television
interview that aired on Sat-
urday, saying it was triggered by
a U.K. decision this past week to
provide Ukraine with armor-
piercing rounds containing de-
pleted uranium.
Putin argued that by deploy-

ing its tactical nuclear weapons
in Belarus, Russia was following
the lead of the United States. He
noted that Washington has
nuclear weapons based in Belgi-
um, Germany, Italy, the Nether-
lands and Turkey.
“We are doing what they have

been doing for decades, station-
ing them in certain allied coun-
tries, preparing the launch plat-
forms and training their crews,”
he said.
Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry

condemned the move in a state-
ment Sunday and demanded the
emergency meeting.
“Ukraine expects effective

action to counter the Kremlin’s
nuclear blackmail by the U.K.,
China, the U.S. and France,
including as permanent mem-
bers of the U.N. Security Coun-

Ukraine
demands
emergency
UN meeting
over Putin
nuke plan
BY KARL RITTER
Associated Press
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Wichita school board presi-
dent Sheril Logan does not plan
to run for re-election this year,
setting the stage for a contest
between at least three candi-
dates vying to replace her in
the lone at-large seat on the
board.
“It has been an extremely

difficult decision because WPS
has been a part of my life as an
employee or volunteer for over
50 years. But I have decided not
to run for the school board
again,” said Logan, who has
served on the board since 2011,
including six stints as president.
One candidate who hopes to

succeed Logan is Melody
McCray-Miller, who served as a
Democratic representative in
the Kansas Statehouse from
2005-2013 and as a Sedgwick
County Commissioner from
1996-2000.

“I am very happy that quality
candidates like Ms. Miller have
decided to run for the at large
board position,” Logan told
The Eagle. “It will make my
decision not to run easier if I
know the focus will stay on
what is right for all kids.”
Other candidates who have

already filed are Republican
Jacob Bakk, a retired aircraft
mechanic and pilot who said
he’s running on a platform of
parents’ rights and instilling
“biblical principles” in the
public education system, and
Jesse Borosky, a doctoral stu-
dent at Wichita State University

whose campaign
material ad-
vertises him as a
member of the
Kansas Green
Party.
“I’ve been out

of politics and
out of that life
for a little bit,
but there was

just this tug and this yearn that
I said it’s time for me to run
and it’s time for me to win so
that there will be a voice for
people that look like all of us,”
McCray-Miller told a group of
supporters at the Sedgwick
County Election Office, where
she officially filed to run Thurs-
day.
“When we look at our district

right now, our district is a ma-
jority minority district and that
is not reflected in the school
board.”
The only non-white member

3 file in race to replace retiring
Wichita school board president
BYMATTHEW KELLY
mkelly@wichitaeagle.com
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Americans have withdrawn
nearly $120 billion in deposits
from U.S. small banks since the
sudden collapse of Silicon Valley
Bank on March 10 created
chaos in the banking industry.
The second-largest US bank

failure, after Washington Mu-
tual in 2008, has shaken in-
vestors to the point of creating a
crisis of confidence around the
entire banking sector.
Santa Clara, Calif.-based SVB

was the go-to lender for many
tech companies. It provided
specialized financial services,
industry expertise, a valuable
network, and a strong reputa-

tion. It also offered a range of
financial services, tailored spe-
cifically to the needs of startups,
such as venture debt, corporate
banking and asset management.
These services are designed to
help startups manage their fi-
nances, optimize their cash flow
and scale their businesses.
Created in 1983, Silicon Val-

ley Bank, which presented itself
as a “partner for the innovation
economy,” offered higher in-
terest rates on deposits than its
larger rivals, to attract custom-
ers. The company then invested
the clients’ money in long-dated
Treasury bonds and mortgage
bonds with strong returns.

DEPOSITS CONTINUE
TO FALL
This strategy had worked well

in recent years. The bank’s de-
posits doubled to $102 billion at
the end of 2020 from $49 bil-
lion in 2018. In 2022, deposits
increased to $189.2 billion.
But everything turned upside

down when the Federal Reserve
began to raise interest rates,
which made existing bonds held
by SVB less valuable. As a result,
the bank had to sell the bonds at

Small banks
hit by
massive
cash
withdrawals
BY LUC OLINGA
TheStreet
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