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Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.
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Airport boardings 
keep breaking records
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MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  
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Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
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Both of the Regional Water 
Resource Agency’s sewage 
treatment plants — the Max 
N. Rhoads Water Reclamation 
Facility at 1201 Ewing Road 
North and the David W. Hawes 
Water Reclamation Facility at 
1722 Pleasant Valley Road — 
are operating at above the 
capacity for which they were 
designed.

And the agency has signed an 
agreement with the Kentucky 
Division of Water to rectify the 
situation by 2024.

That means an expansion of 
the two plants — or an upgrade 

of those plants plus the addition 
of a third plant — needs to hap-
pen soon.

The expansion is expected to 
cost $50.5 million, Joe Schepers, 
RWRA’s executive director, said 
Tuesday.

And if the agency decides that 
it needs a third plant, “it would 
take us well into the future,” he 
said. “But it would be a lot more 
expensive.”

All that work means that 
RWRA will be asking the city 
and county to approve a rate 
increase.

Schepers said this summer the 
agency will develop its proposed 
rate structure and take it to the 

city and county, which have to 
approve rate changes, in Novem-
ber or December.

But he said the proposed rate 
increase wouldn’t take 
effect until July 1, 2022.

That will hopefully be 
after the coronavir us 
pandemic has ended 
and the  economy is 
improving.

“We’re aware that busi-
nesses are struggling 
and many people aren’t 
able to pay their OMU bills 
now,” Schepers said.

The RWRA bill is included in 
the Owensboro Municipal Utili-
ties’ bill.

Schepers said waste from 
industries has gotten stronger 
through the years and RWRA is 
now getting sewage from more 

subdivisions and shop-
ping centers on Ken-
tucky 54, and other sub-
divisions farther out on 
U.S. 231 and Kentucky 
81.

“The community is 
growing,” he said. “It’s 
a good problem to have. 
But our plants have to 

keep up with the growth.”
The work RWRA wants to do 

to its existing plants — and pos-
sibly a third plant — is part of a 
20-year plan.

Schepers said RWRA has been 
discussing the plans with city 
and county of ficials for sever-
al months. He said the agency 
is hiring an engineer to design 
both the expansions and the pos-
sible third plant.

“By fall, we’ll know wheth-
er we’ll do the third plant,” 
Schepers said.

He said the agency hasn’t 
decided yet where the third 
plant would be.

“But it will likely be in the Pan-
ther Creek watershed,” he said. 
“Probably southeast of the city.”

Keith Lawrence, 270-691-7301  
klawrence@messenger-inquirer.com

RWRA planning expansion, rate hike

Joe Schepers
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The Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet’s regional driv-
er licensing office in Owens-
boro finally has a permanent 
home.

It’s open now in the Daviess 
County Operations Center at 
2620 Kentucky 81.

Last year, a temporary office 
opened on the second floor of 
the McAtee’s Building, 121 E. 
Second St.

That  meant  people  in 
Daviess County didn’t have to 
drive all the way to Madison-

ville to get a REAL ID license 
that would let them board 
planes after Oct. 1, 2021.

The state had trouble rolling 
out the REAL ID program and 
initially, there were no plans 
for an Owensboro office.

But Daviess Judge-Execu-
tive Al Mattingly said that was 
unacceptable and started lob-
bying for an office here.

The coronavirus pandemic 
slowed the process.

But the permanent office — 
the state’s 13th — is now open 
in a larger space.

The announcement said the 

new office will process appli-
cations for REAL ID or stan-
dard licenses and ID cards.

Application for a REAL ID 
must be done in person, with 
proof of residence, Social 
Security and identity.

People wanting to renew 
or replace a standard-issue 
license or ID card can do so 
by mail or drop-of f with the 
circuit court clerk’s office in 
the Morton J. Holbrook Jr. 
Judicial Building, 100 E. Sec-
ond St., if there has been no 
change of name or address.

The state said the new office 

will enforce social distancing 
and the wearing of face masks 
and has a sanitized work sta-
tion for every customer.

The of fice will be open 
Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A p p l i c a n t s  c a n  m a k e 
appointments online at drive.
ky.gov.

A limited number of work-
stations will be available to 
serve walk-ins.

Keith Lawrence, 270-691-7301,  
klawrence@messenger-inquirer.
com

New REAL ID office is now open
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Brian Edwards, a REAL ID specialist, processes a license for a client Tuesday at the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s regional driver 
licensing office in the Daviess County Operations Center at 2620 Kentucky 81.
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A report that puts a spotlight on 
how racial inequality affects learn-
ing, career prospects and the crim-
inal justice system in Kentucky 
requires not more study but action, 
black leaders said Tuesday.

The report, which was prepared 
by the Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce, shows how systemat-
ic racism has caused Blacks to fall 
behind in education and more likely 
to be incarcerated than whites.

In a discussion hosted by the 
state Chamber of Commerce, Black 
leaders said they weren’t surprised 
by the statistics, but the repor t 
shows the need for people to recog-
nize that disparities exist and work 
to address them.

“What we have ... is a society built 
on the backs of many,” said Aaron 
Thompson, president of the state 
Council on Postsecondary Educa-
tion. Society is built on an “infra-
structure that has disenfranchised 
people of color,” he said.

Institutional racism is when racist 
policies are embedded in things like 
the education system or criminal 
justice system and people are not 
consciously aware of them, Thomp-
son said.

Anti-racism, he said, gives peo-
ple the tools to combat institutional 
racism.

When asked what he would say to 
people who are uncomfortable with 
talking about racism, Thompson said, 
“It’s impossible to talk about this with-
out having everybody at the table, 
including the business community.”

According to U.S. Census Bureau 
data, Black residents make up 8.5% 
of the state’s population. But, in 
2018, Black inmates made up 21.8% 

Black leaders:  
Report on 
state racial 
inequality 

needs action
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Answering growing frustration 
over vaccine shortages, Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced Tues-
day that the U.S. is ramping up 
deliveries to hard-pressed states 
over the next three weeks and 

expects to provide enough doses 
to vaccinate 300 million Ameri-
cans by the end of the summer 
or early fall.

Biden, calling the push a “war-
time effort,” said the administra-
tion was working to buy an addi-
tional 100 million doses of each 
of the two approved coronavirus 

vaccines. He acknowledged that 
states in recent weeks have been 
left guessing how much vaccine 
they will have from one week to 
the next.

Shor tages have been so 
severe that some vaccination 
sites around the U.S. had to can-
cel tens of thousands of appoint-

ments with people seeking their 
first shot.

“This is unacceptable,” Biden 
said. “Lives are at stake.”

He promised a roughly 16% 
boost in deliveries to states over 
the next three weeks.

The administration said it 
plans to buy another 100 million 

doses each from drugmakers 
Pfizer and Moderna to ensure it 
has enough vaccine for the long 
term. Even more vaccine could 
be available if federal scientists 
approve a single-dose shot from 
Johnson & Johnson, which is 

U.S. boosting vaccine deliveries amid complaints of shortages
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