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Hochul wants
to ban menthols

Snuffing the cigarettes, primarily marketed
to Black smokers, could shrink the habit

Chris McKenna

Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK

They’re the minty-tasting cigarettes, sold in
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green packs from brands like Newport and Marl-
boro. They're easier to smoke, as the typical ciga-
rette harshness is masked - and they’ve long
been marketed to Black Americans.

Gov. Kathy Hochul wants New York to become
the third U.S. state, after Massachusetts and
California, to prohibit the sale of menthol ciga-
rettes, the latest front in the long battle by gov-
ernments and advocacy groups to curb smoking
and the disease and deaths it causes.

The Democratic governor’s budget includes a
ban on sales of all flavored tobacco products, a
cause supported by the NAACP. But fellow Demo-
crats who lead the Senate and Assembly stripped
it from their own spending plans, making the
menthol ban one plank in a pile of conflicts as Ho-
chul and legislative leaders try to hash out a final
budget by April 1.

Gov. Kathy Hochul answers questions after
speaking at a Business Council of Westchester

See MENTHOLS, Page 5A

event in Rye Brook on March 15.
TANIA SAVAYAN/THE JOURNAL NEWS

Packs of menthol cigarettes are pictured in New York City.
DREW ANGERER, GETTY IMAGES; PHOTO ILLUSTRATION LUIS SOLANO ORTEGA/USA TODAY NETWORK

Financial improprieties are being looked
into at Mamaroneck Public Library.
DAVID MCKAY WILSON/THE JOURNAL NEWS

Violations
mount for
properties
in village

Spring Valley landlord
cited after deadly fire
spurs inspections

Steve Lieberman
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
USA TODAY NETWORK

SPRING VALLEY - Rockland Coun-
ty building inspectors have found
more than 250 fire and building code
violations at 10 properties owned by
the landlord of 118 S. Lake St., where a
fire killed five people March 4.

The fire — which took the lives of
two children, ages 4 and 13, and three
adults — spurred the inspections of
properties owned by landlord Jacob
Jeremias.

Tenants were packed into 118 Lake
St., awood-framed, two-family house.
An investigation by village police has
determined 18 people lived in the
house, nine on each floor, said Det.
Philip Fantasia.

“This investigation is still ongoing,
and we are working tirelessly to ensure
all aspects of this investigation are
conducted,” Fantasia said.

Tenants at one property said their
complaints to Jeremias or his
representative seeking repairs and
general maintenance fell on deaf ears.

The Rockland District Attorney’s
Office has been kept informed on the
investigation, Fantasia said, declining
further comment. District Attorney
Thomas Walsh and his spokespeople
have declined comment. The office
usually doesn’t comment on investiga-
tions or whether one is being conduct-
ed.

Fantasia said the fire, considered
accidental, ignited in the first-floor
kitchen. He referred questions to the
Sheriff’s Office fire investigation unit.
Sheriff Louis Falco has said an electri-
cal issue started the fire. County Exec-
utive Ed Day said fire investigators fo-
cused on a faulty electrical outlet.

The Lake Street fire led to inspec-
tions of several other nearby houses
owned by Jeremias, who owns up to 12
rental properties in the village, accord-
ing to the Spring Valley tax roll for
2022. His holdings include properties
on Lake Street, two on Ohio Avenue,
and single properties on Cole Avenue,
Sherwood Avenue and Jay Street.

See VIOLATIONS, Page 4A

Library official resigns amid financial probe

David McKay Wilson
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
USA TODAY NETWORK

As the Mamaroneck Public Library
celebrates its centennial, an investiga-
tion into the misappropriation of public
funds has deepened at the popular cen-
ter of village community life.

The Library Board of Trustees on Fri-

day announced that its business official,
who was put on administrative leave in
February after a forensic audit was un-
derway, had resigned March 22.

Board President Ellen Freeman said
that local law enforcement has become
involved as the forensic audit continues
into “financial irregularities” and “po-
tential misappropriation.”

“We remain entirely committed to

conducting a full investigation and
working with the village, the public, and
other agencies to maintain our great li-
brary and the public faith,” said Free-
man, in her seventh year on the board.
“We realize that there will inevitably be
many questions as we move forward
and we respectfully request the public’s

See LIBRARY, Page 4A
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